
 
 SWWROC Minutes 
Tuesday 29th November 2016 
7.00 pm at The Ivy Bush Royal, Carmarthen 
1. Welcome by the Chairman. 
 The Chairman thanked the attendees for turning out on such a cold night. 
2. To receive apologies for absence. 
 Sali Davis, Huw Bellamy, Lyndsay Hewitt, Heddwyn Davis, Andy Britton, Jon Parkes, Paul 
Morgan. 
3. In attendance 
Michael Charlton (Chair), Norma Davies (Treasurer), David Jenkins, Celia Vlismas, Clive 
Williams, Gary Owen, Robin Baker, Richard Hughes, Clive Holloway, Paul Harries, Sam 
Hodson, Sally Hodson, Sian Walker, David O'Sullivan 
 
4. For decision 
(a) To receive and approve the minutes of the last SWWROC meeting held on 6th September 
2016 and to consider matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda. 
The minutes of the meeting on 6/9/16 were accepted as a true record and there were no 
issues arising that did not appear within the agenda. 
 
For discussion 
5(a) Welsh Language Consultation Update – The Chair warned that whilst there was no 
immediate requirement to work bilingually, the Welsh Language Commissioner had indicated 
that this would be preferable. The committee drew the distinction between 'conversational 
Welsh' used in reception and the consulting room, and 'Technical Welsh' which might be 
required for correspondence, with a patient or within the NHS. A straw pole showed only a 
couple of practitioners who were comfortable examining through the medium of welsh and 
comment was made on the infrequency of using the GOS1(W). The view was that written 
reports/referrals through the medium of welsh contained an element of risk/ potential patient 
harm, through poor translation or misunderstanding. 
 
(b) Chief Optometric Adviser Update – there were new candidates identified and a round of 
interviews was due shortly. 
For information 
6. SWWROC Updates: 
(a) Chairman’s Report – The Chair reported that he had attended both ABMUHB and HDUHB 
ECG's and commented on the different styles of management. He noted that the HDUHB 
presentation had improved over recent meetings. The Chair hosted the successful Liaison 
Dinner at Morgan's Brasserie. The Chair had also attended the OW Board and OW strategy 
meeting the week before in Chester; he gave a verbal update on the discussions. Some 
discussion ensued on communications and the need for a common web based resource 
where all the National and Local protocols would be accessible. The Chair undertook to raise 
the matter with the Chief Executive. Members expressed the view that SWWROC should 
contribute to the costs, if this was a barrier. 
(b) Treasurer’s Report  - There were a number of strategic committee members who had not 
made expenses claims – including the Chair, who was duly admonished. This however 
distorted the accounts – giving an impression of a higher balance. The committee unanimously 
asked members to claim appropriately. The Treasurer also raised the question of another local 
CET event commenting on the attendance by a number of practitioners we don't otherwise 
meet. Relevant topics might be local updates on cataract schemes and glaucoma protocols, 
and where this are different from the national protocols. 
The Review of expenses undertaken by Sian, Sam and Robin was discussed at some length. 
The slide presentation was more their thought process than a recommendation. The 
committee acknowledged the difficulties of being equitable. 
The committee accepted these points: 



I) Attendance at a half day meeting should be counted as a full day of committee work 

II) The Practice owner (OO or DO) was likely to be disadvantaged as he/she would not 
only loose a day of practice, but would also loose goodwill/management time. 

III) Cancellation of meetings at short notice should allow some recompense for time lost in 
practice. 

The Committee agreed that the Chair, Treasurer and Sali should collaborate on a new system 
of payments and report back. 
(c)Reports from meetings attended on behalf of SWWROC and Locality Leads Reports – The 
notes from meetings were accepted. 
Update from HDUHB - the new chair of the ECG would be Joe Teape – with whom we can 
work well. The Triage service would restart very soon with Huw Jenkins and Richard Wintle 
taking the clinical lead. There will be a refresh for the 4 optom's involved. 
Update from ABMU – the figures for Child Screening were probably unsound and more work 
was needed to verify these. There was a lack of correlation between the numbers screened 
and the reports back from Primary Care. 
Update from Powys – David Jenkins reported on the ECG (Sail – have you received this?) and 
highlighted the similar issues with the Child screening service. He talked about the Primary 
Care + service in Welshpool where it is planned to do Wet AMD injections in a community 
setting. 
(e) OW Report – nothing to add to the Chairman's remarks. 
(f) WOC Report - No update 
AOB 
Paul Harries reported he had attended the WOPEC SAC meeting and reported that they were 
at near capacity. There were no new business cases for further services within Cardiff Uni at 
present. 
Date of next meeting 28/2/17 
The meeting was concluded by 8.30 pm. 
 


